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ARMED FORCES DAY 
   

     ñHi, Momò. Simple words, but for seven months in 

2006 they were the words that meant the most to me. They 

were the words that opened every phone conversation with 

my Marine Corps son, Michael, deployed to Anbar 

Province in Iraq. They meant that he was alive and 

uninjured, at least for that moment. He, and we, had made 

it that far. If anyone reading this has had a loved one in the 

armed forces you know that, while theirs is the greatest 

sacrifice, it is still a ñweò experience. We live through the 

training, the deployments, the long spans of time of no 

word from your loved one ï we are apart, yet together. 

The men and women of the armed forces of this country 

are spread throughout the world serving as they are 

ordered. Some are quite comfortably living on bases or in 

cities where their days are much like a civilianôs. Others 

are in harmôs way, surviving as best they can in places too 

desolate for us to comprehend. They all volunteered. They 

are all our children. They all need us. 

     In celebration of Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day and 

Flag Day, the Outreach Committee is sponsoring three 

ways to show our support for the men and women of the 

military. 

For the past several years, we have participated in the 

Silver for Soldiers Project. Through the VFWôs Operation 

Uplink, we have collected money to be used to purchase 

phone cards that are distributed to deployed members of 

the military and to wounded warriors who are undergoing 

treatment in stateside hospitals. These cards allow them to 

stay connected with their families and friends. Any and all 

money donations made during the month will be given to 

this cause.  

The second way we plan to honor these men and women is 

to prepare packages containing materials that will help a 

deployed soldier, sailor or Marine. They are stationed far 

away from the creature comforts that we take for granted. 

Some items that are suggested are: Breakfast and protein 

bars; hard candy; gum; batteries (AA); shampoo and soap; 

socks; playing cards; magazines; Easy Mac; juice mixes 

and Gatorade mixes; small board or card games; packages 

of cookies and crackers. Each person who receives a 

package will share with his/her buddies. It will be possible 

to make a donation in memory or in honor of a specific 

veteran or member of the military. 

The third project is to write a note or send a card to a 

deployed member of the military. The Committee will 

supply the cards and deliver them to a program that 

distributes cards directly. Any word from home, either 

from family or even a stranger, lets the deployed military 

person know that he or she is remembered here at home. 

The Outreach Committee hopes you will take this 

opportunity to honor the members of our nationôs military. 

Remember, Support Our Troops is more than a yellow 

ribbon on the back of your car. Thank you. 

 

Nancy Staniewicz,  

Marine Corps Mom and Member of the Outreach 

Committee 

  

 
 

 

 

RECTORôS RUMINATIONS 
   

     Whatôs up with all of this 

conversation going on around 

the Church of the Holy Spirit of 

late? Vestry and Strategic 

Planning Committee meetings 

begin with structured one-on-one 

conversations as members seek to get to know each other 

as individuals more deeply. The Annual Meeting in 

January was organized around table conversation, sharing 

and hearing what being part of a faith community means to 

each of us. The homilies during our Wednesday evening 

Eucharists are interactive engagement with scripture 

readings rather than a one-way preaching of the Word. Our 

Bible Study day and evening classes includes a 30 minute 

lecture that then is followed by an hour of pondering, 

questioning, sharing, wondering together. On Sunday, May 

23 (Pentecost Sunday) we will gather as one congregation 
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for a worship service at 9 am, followed by brunch and 

another opportunity for structured table conversation. 

The word ñconversation,ò or dialogue, means simply to 

engage another in an effort to seek greater understanding. 

A similar word is ñrapprochement,ò which means in 

effect: walking side by side. It is a word that epitomizes 

Godôs magnificent character, as well as Godôs actions 

toward us, and provides a guide for us as well. Former 

Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, once said that 

ñwe cannot speak of God unless there is some agreed upon 

basis upon which the divine reality can be established.ò 

And so, we at the Church of the Holy Spirit are in the midst 

of a wonderful conversation as we seek to find that 

common ground. 

     How do we learn how to engage in this conversation? 

As Christians, we gather in community worship to learn 

how to see God in the world about us. We gather to hear 

Godôs words unfold to help us understand that each person 

who enters into our world of reality is someone God 

created and loves. Through such learning, we can begin to 

encounter the ñotherò as someone who mutually shares 

God as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. As we strive to 

simply accept that wonderful reality, then we begin to take 

the other seriously as a brother or sister in Christ in such a 

way that our encounter leaves room for Christôs presence 

to be made known in a new and deeper way. 

The struggle with conversation is that if it truly is to be 

mutual, if the listening to and learning from becomes two-

way, then we find ourselves becoming open to the ability 

to act in a way that brings change. And change is always 

frightening. But, as we are witnessing, this conversation is 

also energizing, exciting, uplifting. In walking side by side 

with each other, we cannot try to call ourselves back to 

where we were, and we cannot try to call others to where 

we individually are, as beautiful as that place might seem. 

We must have the courage to walk with each other to a 

place that none of us has ever seen before. Because, 

chances are, that is where God will be most present! 

Later in this newsletter you will see a reflection piece by 

parishioner Lesly Joseph as he ponders his, and our, 

involvement in an endeavor known for the moment as the 

Connecticut Sponsoring Committee. This is the ñworking 

nameò for a group of faith communities in both New 

Haven and Fairfield counties that are coming together, 

building relationships with one another (i.e., getting to 

know what makes the other ñtickò) as well as 

understanding the daily pressures weighing each other 

down), and seeking to find communal strength to remove 

whatever obstacles exist to seeing and feeling the presence 

of God in our daily lives. Think about the value many of us 

have found in getting to know our Turkish neighbors. 

Rather than being ñthe other in our midst,ò they have 

become known friends. When we take time to be in real 

conversation with one another, the presence of God 

working in and through us becomes a concrete reality. 

Lisa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23 

 

One worship service at 9 am 
followed by brunch and table 

conversations 

Godôs Holy Spirit continues to 
descend upon us and we have 
much to celebrate. Where is the 
Spirit at work? Where is the Spirit 
being blocked from working? How 
might we remove those obstacles 
to grace? Come join us for a time 
of fellowship and conversation.  

 

Summer Worship 
Schedule  

Last week of June through Labor 
Day 
Sundays ï 9 am  
Wednesdays ï 6 pm 
** Saturdays 5 pm**  
Introducing a new informal, 
contemporary service (stay tuned for 
details) 
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THE CONNECTICUT SPONSORING 

COMMITTEE  
A Reflection by Lesly J. Joseph  

   

     For the fifth time, I was invited to a Connecticut 

Sponsoring Committee meeting. Held in Stratford, 

Connecticut, at Christ Church Episcopal, the oldest parish 

in Connecticut, the meeting clarified things somewhat for 

me. Here is what I believe the committee to be all about: It 

is a group made up of many faith organizations and 

different denominations whose vision it is to put their 

collective power together to help people in the community 

with issues and concerns. Thanks to the visions of the 

Reverend Dr. Lisa D. Hahneman, our Rector, our church - 

the Church of the Holy Spirit - has become a member.  

What I gathered from the meeting is that the group plans to 

become a broad-based organization that will be capable of 

better exercising the collective power of its members to 

help people like you and me, people with concerns and 

issues but with no solution to them. It is the groupôs belief 

that collective power can be derived from ñrelationshipsò 

and ñrelationshipsò from ñhouse meetingsò and/or 

ñindividual meetingsò when and where the former is not 

possible. Through ñhouse meetingsò and/or ñindividual 

meetings,ò concerns, issues and worries will be brought to 

the surface. Then issues considered to be of utmost concern 

will be identified, understood by ñplatform membersò and 

acted upon.  

     So with ñindividual meetingsò being one the pillars of 

the group, as soon as the introductions were over, every 

member present was asked to select a partner (a member of 

a different congregation) and exchange an individual story. 

Responding to the request, the person sitting in front of me 

turned to face me. After she sat down, we started to chat, 

introducing ourselves. Guess what? This person turned out 

to be no other than the Rev. Barbara Cheney, the wife of 

Dexter Cheney, former Rector of our church, the Church of 

the Holy Spirit. What a surprise! I said to myself, ñLesly, 

the world is indeed a very small place.ò At the end of the 

10 minutes allotted for chatting, the meeting resumed 

addressing group count, one of the necessary conditions 

under which the group can become a broad-based 

organization.  

     Actually, the group consists of 29 churches. In order for 

it to become an effective broad-based organization, there 

needs to be 50 churches. Consequently, the clergies or 

heads of each of the 29 churches have been given the 

responsibility to ñspread the good newsò to other 

congregations and encourage them to join. The other 

necessary condition on the way to becoming a broad-based 

organization is money. 

     For the Sponsoring Committee to become the effective 

organization it intends to become, it has to raise cash to pay 

for its expenses. During the meeting, the members of each 

participating congregation present were given the 

opportunity to go to the podium to name their pledges and 

pay portion of their dues. At the end of the count, $45,000 

was raised, short of the desired $50,000. It is, however, to 

be noted that to survive, to be able to act in the interest of 

the people, a larger organization will need at least 3 times 

that amount of money.  

The question now is: Has any broad-based organization 

been successful in getting any institution to act on behalf of 

the people? The answer is unequivocally, ñYes!ò If the 

State of Massachusetts today has one of the best Healthcare 

systems in the nation, it is in part due to the efforts of a 

broad-based organization similar to the one envisioned 

here in Connecticut by the Sponsoring Committee. So, 

collective power coming from us getting together can be 

used to get legislators and business people to respond to the 

needs of the community!  

     Given the callous attitudes of some politicians toward 

their constituencies and the inconsiderate demeanors with 

which certain people in the community are treated when 

they walk into certain business enterprises, the Sponsoring 

Committee can be an extra support on which to lean when 

others are about to give in. 

  

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE   
 

The Strategic Planning Committee met for the second time 

last month. As we continue to work toward developing a 

mission statement, along with goals and strategies, we will 

be asking for continued input from all members of the 

congregation. Committee members will help plan and 

facilitate round table discussions that will be part of our 

Pentecost Sunday worship and celebration. The discussion 

topic(s) will help define who we are as a congregation and 

what issues truly move us. The format for these discussions 

will be similar to the successful table talks that led to the 

ñRed Dot Rodeoò during our recent Annual Meeting.  

 

 

RENEW YOUR SPIRITðCOME TO THE GARDEN!  

  

     Get closer to friends from Holy 

Spirit and the Turkish Cultural 

Center while you get closer to 

the good earth! Abrahamôs 

Garden, in its second year of 

production, will bloom again 

soon. You can see it next to 

our side parking lot. Last yearôs 

gardeners are looking for more 

folks to join this wonderful interfaith ministry of feeding 
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our neighbors in need. The vegetables will be given to 

W.H.E.A.T., our local food bank. 

     To join the Abrahamôs Garden email list, please email 

Meg Greene at megg@optonline.net. If you do not use e-

mail, please give us your name and number and we will 

make sure you are kept up to date!  

     Watch for a new whiteboard in the Common Room 

where you can sign up for small occasional tasks like 

watering the garden during the summer. 

  

June 5 - Planting Day will feature tomatoes, eggplant, 

cucumbers, peppers and squash. 

  

Date TBA - Blessing of the Gardené a joyful, interfaith 

event with music, food and fun! Please consider joining the 

garden team to volunteer for Planting Day and beyond. As 

the gardening season progresses, volunteering 

opportunities will include watering, weeding and 

eventually harvesting and delivering items to our friends at 

W.H.E.A.T. You can help on an occasional or more regular 

basisðyour choice! Even one day of watering is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

                               
 

 

EMERGENCY NEEDS FOR W.H.E.A.T.   
 

West Haven ôs food bank is in desperate need of supplies 

for hungry clients. Our Outreach Committee has therefore 

voted to give $200 from their budget to purchase some 

food. We are also asking all parishioners to pick up an 

extra item or two when shopping. The most needed items 

at the moment are:  

Tuna  

Peanut Butter  

Spaghetti Sauce  

Peas  

Please - letôs fill our W.H.E.A.T. wagons with food 

donations every Sunday.  

 

 

 

BECOMING A VOICE FOR  THE VOICELESS 

IN DEVELOPING COUNTR IES 
 

     Iôm not quite sure how a 

ñsmall-potatoesò CARE donor 

like me rated a scholarship to 

attend the organizationôs annual 

conference in Washington, but an 

email arrived a couple weeks ago 

saying that CARE needed another 

person to lobby Connecticutôs congressional delegation, 

and would I be interested? Before you could say, ñinside 

the Beltway,ò I was on a plane to DC. I was transformedð

literally overnightðfrom a CARE supporter into an 

amateur lobbyist on issues that affect families in the 

developing world. 

     Founded in 1945 to provide relief to survivors of World 

War II, CARE is one of the world's largest private 

international humanitarian organizations. CARE has the 

highest rating given by charity evaluation groups and 

boasts a long history of helping. Like Women For Women 

and so many other development groups, CARE has 

discovered that the most effective way to improve poor 

communities is to empower women and girls. CARE works 

alongside poor women because, equipped with the proper 

resources, women have the power to help whole families 

and entire communities escape poverty.  

     CAREôs president and CEO is an inspiring leader. A 

doctor, HIV researcher andðlike my daughterðEsme, a 

Barnard alum, Dr. Helene Gayle pointed out in her opening 

remarks that CAREôs annual conference proves to 

legislators that their constituents are ready to lobby in 

Washington on behalf of 

voiceless, oppressed people 

around the globe. (Most attendees 

foot the bill for their conference 

fee, travel and lodging 

themselves.) Many lawmakers also 

realize that reducing global 

poverty isnôt just a moral 

imperative. Poverty destabilizes societies and directly 

impacts US national security. 

     This yearôs conference was the biggest ever, drawing 

over 900 supporters from every state in the union. A day of 

workshops and panels, highlighted by an inspiring call-to-

action by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, 

educated conference attendees on three key legislative 

initiatives that CARE would like to see passed in the House 

and Senate.  

     Conference attendees broke into groups based on our 

congressional districts and boned up on our facts and 

figures. We each got to choose one of three legislative 

issues to present to our elected leaders or their staff. 

http://us.mc632.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=megg@optonline.net
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     The first issue CARE policy experts presented dealt 

with global food security, seeking to reconfigure US food 

aid programs toward empowering farmers in developing 

countriesðover 80% of whom are womenðrather than 

using the current emphasis on shipping huge volumes of 

food grown in the US to countries experiencing food crises.  

     The second effort sought to exert pressure on countries 

with widespread practices that force young girls into 

marriage, often with men two and three times their age. 

Such marriages doom girls to lives of poverty by cutting 

off any chance for further education and putting them at 

grave risk of unsafe teen pregnancies, domestic abuse, and 

HIV infection.  

     The third focus was on providing support for cost-

effective, simple programs that combat death and disability 

due to easily preventable complications of pregnancy and 

childbirth. 

     The Connecticut CARE delegation consisted of about a 

dozen people. We met with Senator Christopher Dodd, 

House Representatives Rosa DeLauro and Jim Himes, plus 

a legislative aide from Joe Liebermanôs staff. We asked 

each lawmaker to co-sponsor the bills, if he or she hadnôt 

done so already. We also asked each of them to push the 

Senate and House leadership to get the bills passed.  

     The motto for one of CAREôs signature campaigns is ñI 

Am Powerful.ò The women and girls helped by this 

program are among the most oppressed, disadvantaged 

people on the planet and yet, with the help of organizations 

like CARE and Women For Women, they are able to bring 

success and prosperity to their families and communities. 

In an odd parallel, I felt incredibly empowered by being 

asked to participate in the democratic process of this 

amazing and richly blessed country of ours. With all the 

educational and economic advantages Iôve experienced due 

to an accident of birth, I still 

never expected to feel so much 

new power at the CARE 

conference. I was given the 

privilege of advocating for 

those who have no way to 

engage with the powerful. With 

Godôs help and ñon my own dimeò next time, I plan to be 

back in DC next yearé with Coz! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JERICHO   
by  

Mark Stanislawski  

Disclaimer: This is a fictional story and is intended for 

entertainment purposes only! 

Chapter Twelve  

     The Hebrew soldiers entered the small city of Jericho 

screaming like madmen. They waved their swords and cut 

down anyone who was out on the street. The soldiersô 

orders were clear: no prisoners, no survivors, no pillaging 

and the city would be leveled. The dark-skinned residents 

of Jericho had dared to defy the Hebrew God, who had 

chosen this land as the Promised Holy Land. 

They would feel the wrath of God. Word would spread and 

the others will leave, knowing that they have no hope of 

rising against such a God. It made perfect sense to Joshua, 

as told to him by Moses. 

     As soldiers poured into the ruined city, small groups 

began to enter homes and businesses to slaughter any 

people they could find. Efah, a particularly brutal soldier, 

led a large group along the wide street just inside the 

crumbled wall. Adrenalines running high, the soldiers were 

at a brisk trot. Every so often, they would come upon a 

home that was intact with a closed door. Efah would kick 

the door or put his shoulder to it and lead the way in. Most 

of the homes had scared families clustered together as the 

soldiers entered. 

     Their screams of terror were brief. 

     A veteran soldier of many campaigns, Efah was stoic 

and unafraid. His skin was tanned and leathery and he had 

many scars on his body. There was a long scar running 

above his right eyebrow that he believed he got from the 

point of an enemy sword. Efah enjoyed telling the story, 

embellishing dramatically how he dispatched many enemy 

soldiers with essentially one eye as the dripping blood 

blinded his other. 

     The truth is, however, he had no idea how he got the 

scar. After a battle, it was pointed out to him that he was 

bleeding. Efah had no recollection of a sword coming 

anywhere near his head or eye. No matter, Efah thought, 

every one of my scars has a story and this scar will be my 

grandest yet! So it became. 

     Efah came to another closed door and quickly raised his 

foot to kick it in. A soldier grabbed him and pulled him off 

balance, ñEfah, wait, wait!ò 

     The soldier pointed to the red cord hanging from the 

window, ñRemember what the General said. The house 

with the red cord should be left alone!ò 

     Efah looked at the red cord and then pushed the soldier 

away from him. 

     ñItôs our lives if we go in,ò said the soldier, eyes 

pleading. 
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     ñHow do we know this house isnôt full of people just 

trying to escape their fate?ò Efah approached the door and 

put his ear to it. 

     The soldier became visibly nervous, ñEfah, letôs move 

on.ò 

     A loud voice made the entire group turn, ñYou would 

do well to heed the soldierôs advice.ò 

     Efah moved away from the door as he looked at the two 

men approaching. The shorter of the two pointed at the 

house, ñWe are charged with bringing these people back to 

camp. We are responsible for their safety.ò 

     Efah walked up to the two men, ñHow do you know 

there isnôt a whole house full of people in there wanting to 

escape with their lives?ò 

     ñThe deal made was clear. Their allegiance is to us and 

our cause. Move on, Efah.ò 

     Efah looked at the two men, who he knew were 

normally used as spies, his mind racing through different 

scenarios. After a minute, he looked to his group and 

jerked his head, ñLetôs go.ò The group of soldiers moved 

on. 

     The two spies looked at each other and breathed a sigh 

of relief. They walked to the door and tried to open it but it 

was locked. The taller spy put his shoulder to it and pushed 

his way in. 

     The spies entered the dark and dusty house and looked 

around. ñRahab!ò they called. The spies looked at each 

other fearing the worst. 

     Then a voice called out from the darkness in the back 

room, ñHere!ò Rahab ran into the room throwing her arms 

around both of the spies, ñI was so afraid! Itôs so terrible 

out there!ò 

     ñI know, but we must go! Quickly!ò 

     Rahab ran into the darkened back room and emerged 

with her mother, father and younger siblings. The young 

boy and girl looked at the spies with wide eyes, part 

fascination and part fear. Rahabôs mother moved forward 

and hugged the spies, ñBless you! God bless you!ò 

The spies pushed Rahabôs mother away, ñWe must go. 

Now!ò 

     The spies turned to leave. Rahab rushed forward and 

grabbed their arms, ñCan you help my father? He is blind.ò 

The two spies looked at each other and then quickly moved 

on either side of the blind man. They grabbed each otherôs 

wrists, turning their arms into a makeshift chair and lifting 

the man. Rahabôs father grabbed on to the spiesô clothes as 

they rushed him out of the house with Rahab, her mother, 

brother and sister close behind. 

     As they left the house, Rahabôs mother began to look 

around and started to wail. Rahab hugged her mother close 

trying to quiet her as they rushed along the street toward 

the opening of the wall. 

     ñStay close!ò The spies continued to yell as soldiers 

continued to run into Jericho. 

     The air began to fill with smoke as fires were beginning 

to be set to houses and carts. Yells and screams could still 

be heard along with the occasional collapse of a structure.   

The air was heavy with death. 

     Efahôs foot hit the door perfectly and it flew open, the 

wooden latch breaking apart, sending small pieces of wood 

flying. Efah and his group quickly entered the house and 

the soldiers fanned out into other rooms. Efah stayed in the 

front room and looked around. He approached a small table 

that had a few coins scattered on it. 

     All the soldiers slowly walked back to the front room. 

ñThereôs no one here,ò a soldier said. 

     Efah pointed to the coins on the table, ñIt looks like they 

tried to pocket what they could quickly and leave. Letôs 

move on.ò 

     The soldiers left the house. After the last soldier was 

gone, Efah went to the table and wiped the coins off into 

his hand. He placed the coins in a small pocket behind his 

belt and turned to leave quickly. A gleam from under the 

table caught his eye and he stopped short. He quickly bent 

over and grabbed the piece. 

     Efah stood and looked at the open door while hiding the 

piece against his leg. When he was sure that no one was 

around, he lifted the bracelet of gold and turned it over in 

his hand. A smile appeared on his face and Efah quickly 

hid the bracelet inside his belt and ran out of the house. 

     Joshua stood in the large courtyard with his generals on 

horseback. Wisps of smoke drifted through the air. Joshua 

wrinkled his nose as he caught a whiff of burning flesh. He 

waited until the smoke blew away from his eyes before 

looking at his generals. 

     ñIs it done? I see, and smell, that youôve already begun 

to burn the city.ò 

     ñYes, Joshua,ò said General Ari. ñAs ordered. No 

survivors, no prisoners. It appears that God is truly with us. 

The timely destruction of that impenetrable wall proves it.ò 

General Ari looked down at the ground, almost 

embarrassed, and then back at Joshua, ñI was wrong to 

doubt you, to doubt the word of God.ò 

     Joshua raised his hand, ñNo need to apologize, my 

friend. I understand itôs not easy to believe in something 

you canôt see or hear.ò A smile appeared on Joshuaôs face, 

ñThatôs why itôs called óFaith.ôò 

     The generals nodded their understanding. 

Joshua raised both his arms, sword in one hand, and looked 

up to the clear blue sky. ñIn the name of our God, the one, 

true God; I hereby curse anyone who would dare to rebuild 

this city! May He strike them down in the most horrible 

fashion before rebuilding is completed! So say I, Joshua, 

successor to Moses!ò 

     And Jericho burned. 
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     Help fight breast cancer by attending  

ñGirls Night Outò which will benefit the 

Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the CureÊ.  

through Bonnie Mahmoodôs team 

ñHoofinô it for Healthy Hootersò walking 

in Dallasô Komen 3-day, 60 mile event this November 5-7. 

   Shop, eat and have fun while you peruse the latest from 

Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, Partylite Candles, D & D 

Woohoo Pocketbooks, Premier Designs Jewelry, chair 

massages from Bodyspeake, Henna & air tattoos from 

Amazing Face Art, a raffle, silent auction, and vendor 

drawings. 

     Friday, June 4 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Church of the 

Holy Spirit, 28 Church St. 2
nd

 Floor, West Haven.  RSVP 

to bonmah77@gmail.com.  ADMISSION IS FREE, SO 

BRING LOTS OF FRIENDS. 

      A portion of the net proceeds from all products sold at 

ñGirls Night Outò will be donated to the Susan G. Komen 3-

Day for the CureÊ  through Bonnie Mahmoodôs team 

ñHoofinô it for Healthy Hootersò.  The Team is walking in 

the Komen 3-day for the Cure event in Dallas TX, November 

5-7 2010.  Each walker must raise a minimum of $2,300 in 

donations to participate in the event. 

The Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the CureÊ is a 60 mile 

walk over the course of three days.  Net proceeds from these 

3-day events are invested in breast cancer research, education 

and community outreach programs. 

 

 

 

 

   A PASTORôS BUSINESS CARD  
   

      A new pastor was visiting the homes of his 

parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that someone 

was home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at 

the door. 

      He took out his business card, wrote óRevelation 3:20ô 

on the back of it and stuck it in the door. 

     When the offering was processed the next Sunday, he 

found that his card had been returned. Written on it was 

this cryptic message, óGenesis 3:10.ó 

     Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he 

broke into gales of laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins , 

ñBehold, I stand at the door and knock.ò  

Genesis 3:10 reads, ñI heard your voice in the garden and I 

was afraid for I was naked.ò 

(submitted by a Holy Spirit parishioner!) 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANN IVERSARIES 

      May Birthdays 

1- Craig Sellner; 2-Anthony Cillo; 3- Slyvia Crystal 

Grigsby; 4-Sal Coppola; 5-Germaine 

Genece; 6-Lenore Cobb; 7-Jessie 

Delahanty, James Dececchi; 8-Brett 

Conlan; 15-  Chester Frith, Jenna 

Dececchi; 17-- Stewart Arnaoutis,  

Barbara Pfenniger; 18- Kathy Matts; 19- Joan 

Matts,  Jason Stacoffe; 20- Shirley Stacoffe; 24- Marian 

Gemmell; 25- Gary Staniewicz, Donna Vinci; 26- Tom 

Bartiss, Roberta Gauld, Tyler Donaldson; 28- James 

Dexter, Bob Meagher,  Hannah Donadio, Victoria Shand, 

Nola Komar, Libby Bacon; 31- Martha Jacobs, Raymond 

Poincelot 

    May Anniversaries 

8-Mike & Linda Dorsi; 20- Bill & Nancy Barr 

 

June Birthdays 

1- Maude Eastman; 2-Wendy Williams; 3- Rev. Lisa 

Hahneman; 6-Bob French; 8-Vivienne 

McKay, 10-Marion Moreno; 12- 

Sean Potter; 16-Karen Fierro; 18-

June Granger; 20-Brian Kosarko; 

22-Helen Danehy; 23-Denese 

Komar; 24- James Stamatien; 25-

John Robert Vinci; 27-Quintin Ying,  

Cora Packham; 29-Mark Owens II, Sydne Palmer;  

30-Keith Bailey 

June Anniversaries 

1-Joe & Marilyn Buonocore; 2-Nick & Flo Palermo;  

15- Bill & Bernieda Conlan; 16-Rich & Bonnie 

Mahmood; 19- Cosbie & Meg Marable; 23- Gabe & 

Tammy Santarcangelo; 30- Ed & Gloria Staley 

 

QUICK NOTES  

 
Thanks to all of you who have volunteered to provide 

foods for a welcoming coffee hour. Special efforts have 

been made and that is appreciated - and enjoyed. 

  

Leslie-Ann Matts, granddaughter of 

David and Marina Matts and daughter 

of Kevin Matts,  has recently become 

engaged to David Fazzuoli. A 2011 

wedding is planned. 
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  Celina Whitmore, daughter of Kevin and Kathy Matts 

and granddaughter of David and Marina Matts, recently 

was awarded the Girl Scout Gold 

Award (the highest award in Girl 

Scouting for girls 14 - 18 years old) 

in a special ceremony. The award 

focuses on a girlôs interests and 

personal journey through leadership 

skills, career exploration, self improvement and service. 

Celina is a junior at Central Magnet High School in 

Bridgeport. 

 

About ordering special flowers for the church: 
Costs are  

       $40. for the two altar vases,  

       $25. for the round lectern 

arrangement, 

       $25. for the arrangement that is 

placed by the pulpit. 

Apologies to all for the incorrect amounts printed in the 

last newsletter! 

      To order flowers or ask questions, call Marina Matts 

(934-0277). 

 

 

ESME MURDOCK TO BEGI N PHD PROGRAM 

  
     Church of the Holy Spirit 

parishioner Esme Murdock, 

who graduated from Barnard 

College-Columbia University 

on May 17th, will begin work 

this fall on her doctoral degree 

at Michigan State University 

(MSU) in East Lansing, MI. 

MSU has awarded her five 

years of financial support to 

advance her studies. She plans 

to pursue a professorship in 

philosophy upon completion of her Ph.D. program. Her 

research focuses on issues of race, gender and social 

justice. 

     Dr. Fred Gifford, Director of MSUôs Graduate Program 

of Philosophy, advised Esme that: ñThe admissions 

committee is impressed with your accomplishments, for 

which you are to be congratulated, and believes that your 

interests and our resources are a good match.ò  

Esme attended public and parochial schools in Milford and 

is a 2006 graduate of Sacred Heart Academy in Hamden. 

As a Barnard College sophomore, she earned a Mellon-

Mays Undergraduate Fellowship (MMUF) and spent her 

junior year studying Continental Philosophy and Ethics at 

the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. In the summer of 

her junior year, she was selected from a national pool of 

applicants to attend the Moore Undergraduate Research 

Apprenticeship Program at the University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill. She recently won a Book Prize from 

the German Consul and will attend an MMUF-funded 

German language immersion program at the Freie 

Universität, Berlin, this summer.  

     Esme is the daughter of Cosbie Marable, III, and Meg 

Greene of Milford. She is the granddaughter of Nancy and 

Benjamin Greene of Southbridge, MA; and of Dorothy and 

Cosbie Marable, Jr., of Hamden. Proud siblings are 

Tanesha Murdock of Bridgeport; Christopher Murdock and 

Corey Murdock of Binghamton, NY; Cosbie Marable, IV, 

of North Haven; and Shayna Marable and Tyree Marable 

of Milford.  

 

WHAT TO DO IF  . . . ? 
 

   You are going to the hospital.  

Call the Church Office.  Let us know where and 

when.  (If you go to the hospital as an emergency, 

have someone call the Rector at 203-589-0765!.  

During admission, let them know that you are a 

member of Church of the Holy Spirit in West Haven 

and ask them to call your priest. 

 

   You are confined to your home because of illness 

Call the Church Office.  The Rector is delighted to 

make calls to those ñat homeò if they desire a visit. 

 

   You wish to have Holy Communion brought to you at  

   home or in the hospital; 

Call the Church Office.  The Rector will arrange a 

visit.  We also have lay Eucharistic Visitors 

(parishioners trained in Eucharistic visits) who would 

be delighted to come.  

 

    You are faced with death in your immediate family or a   

   loved one 

Call the Rector immediately.  The Rector can assist 

you in managing the details of a funeral and is more 

than willing to go with you to the funeral home. 

 

    You are interested in seeking baptism or confirmation  

    for yourself or for your child/grandchild. 

Call the Church Office.  Baptisms are most 

appropriate on certain Feast Days such as All Saints 

Sunday (first Sunday in November), the Feast of the 

Baptism of our Lord (the First Sunday after Epiphany 

in January), Pentecost Sunday or during a Bishopôs 

Visitation.  Other Sundays are possible but must be 

scheduled with the Rector well in advance.  

Confirmation is now a Deanery-wide event (joining 
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with all Episcopal churches in the New Haven area) 

and happens once a year with several months of 

preparation leading up to the service. 

 

Your telephone number, address, name or marital status 

changes- 

Call the Church Office.  This helps keep our contact 

information current. 

 

See how many things we can easily handle with a phone 

call? Good ministry is possible when there is good 

communication.  Together we can work as a parish family 

and care for one another. 

 

Church Office 203-934-3437          

 

Rector 203-589-0765 

 

 

Holy Spirit Outreach Program 

Honoring the Men and Women 

of the Armed Forces 
(In Nancy Staniewiczôs Words) 

 

honor, men, women, military, enlisted, baby, stealth, 

amphibious, assault, fluke, cruise, parent, difficult, 

worrisome, opportunities, learn, trade, station, wonderful, 

experience, army, navy, defend, protect, cohesive, family, 

friend, foe, injured, violence, deployed, living, condition, 

wives, husbands, children, painful, daily, supportive, mail, 

packages, time, longer, canister, collect, funds, sailors, 

connect, member, card, note, send  

T L U C I F F I D C Q N S D A D V S W F S H N C N  

C A N I S T E R Z O N N R J B I E N D T U O G R V  

S A I L O R S A K H S A D F O G J R A Y I N J U J  

M V K O F X R L U E C V O L A G S T U T H O D I N  

W E L S P M A B V S S Q E K J E I T I J J R U S E  

Q C K J Y G P I F I H N C G G O N D E B N M K E R  

T I V D D J W E E V C A G Y N M N U D A W I V Z D  

Z O F L N B G X M E P R X G E O J F A S L F B F L  

D N E F E D L P I O Q Y N R C N I N R S I T O L I  

A N R V I N U E T R S I L E K U L F T A U E H L H  

J M R T R D F R L S V I N I T S D I O U O J S U C  

M L P A F C N I F I E G R C M L D T S L Y U D F O  

B E I H E F I E L B H N E R P A A N K T P P B R H  

Z C M A I L A N O T E L D A O R F O A P E H A E N  

R Z O B M B P C Y G L U R V B W E M O B V D B D H  

Y V A N E Z I E V O P E T V S T C R J P S V Y N U  

U F V P N R I O C A N K I B D E T X V N H U R O G  

K K S N S E K W U T T H D N F I S U D I Y P H W K  

H T G K R U C Y J S W P A W V M I L I T A R Y W C  

V S Q D W H W T M O Z X L E V A T C E T O R P V B  

L O N G E R M I M Q V U E D E Y O L P E D A I L Y  

J C R L Z E E E U H B E I J V H F K D Q P B X H A  

E S J K E N N V R O O P P O R T U N I T I E S V Y  

M W Y O Z X R D D Z A M E S I J J U O Q V  C A J S  

H Y M Y E U M O W M L W R Z H Q T C I L L Q B P M  

 

 

 
 

 

Now you know whatôs going on from now until the 

summer! We want you to be aware of ideas and discussions 

that concern your church. Working as a family, we can 

begin to know and care about one another.  

Read this again to find many ways to join in and 

understand your churchós life and activities. 

Your editors,  

 

Jane and Bonnie  

 Call      C 


